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Practice Nurse ïhave to complete a 
related Masters within 4 years  

Senior Practice Nurse ïafter three years 
of practice ïinterview and all given post

Consultant PN ïwith a PhD call has to be 
issued ?? Will they continue to be hands 
on?? 



Features and successes of specialist 

nursing in Malta

üAccessible to patients

üEmpowering- helping people to help themselves

üMaximise nursingôs therapeutic contribution

üComplement medicine 

üPatient-centred

üCascading knowledge & skills to generalist 

nurses
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International Challenges for 

Specialist Nurses

ƷRoles developed in an ad hoc manner 

ƷQuick fixes to skill shortages

ƷNo agreed definition or clear role descriptors

ƷNumerous different titles

ƷNo agreed competencies or standardised 

education

ƷLack of a structured clinical career framework

ƷLack of workforce planning



My Findings 

üThe feeling of helplessness and lack of 
empowerment.

ü Phraseslike; �µ�Z�K�Rshoutsloudest�J�D�L�Q�V�¶���µ�E�O�X�H
eyed �S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶and �µ�H�Y�H�Qthe worst somebody
will be �K�D�Q�G�S�L�F�N�H�G�¶- not transparentand that
insecuritiesexisted.

üA lack of curiosity in nursingandamongstthe
specialistnursinggroup themselvesWhy title
hadbeenchangedto practicenurse???


